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THE NAVAL INVESTIGATION.

Despite Maclay, the Officers Are Still
Men Be Proud Of.

IPark Benjamin, in The I

The revival of
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COnNntrovers) Ciliminaiing

now con |

was by the appearance las

summer of the third volume of Mr. Edgar

5. Maclay's “Hlistory of the Navy.,"” wher
Rear was d«

court of inquiry,

cision, ‘aused

in Admiral Schley

nouncedad

tor cowardice and prevarication, The rea
son way thie attack was regarded of impos
tance was that Mr. Maclay gave “'com
manding officers” of the navy as authority
for his aspersions. This he stated in his
preface In the following words:

“As a further safeguard, nearly every
commanding officer concerned has read and
orrected proof sheets dealing with actions
ir which each figured.”

Inasmuch as the names of the command-
ing afficers serving with Rear Admiral
Schley In the various actions were readily
purceriainable, Mr., Muclav's allegation
amounted not only to a direct designation
of persons, but of persons whose tin-
guished position and known public records
gave to the charges a weight which they
could equally have derived from no other
source.

The evidence taken before the court of
inquiry does not deal with Mr. Maclay'
accusations, nor was any cofficer guestione
concerning them. This, despite the fac
that several of the commanding officers
implicated by Mr. Maclay appeared as
witnegges, In consequence, there has beer
much public criticism of the officers of the
navy for omission to repeat these charges
when under oath, for descending to o
umny and slander, and for entering into a
substantial conspiracy to crush a brother
officer. Hence, “dry rot” and “a distinctly
lowered morale,” In the naval personnel has
been argued, and a Congressional investi-
gition alming at ‘“‘drastic reforms’
been advocated.

My present purpose
such contentions

diaR

18 to show that for
there s not now, ana
never has been, any foundation whatever;
that the officers ¢f the navv have not re-
sorted to slander or calumny, or consplired
against any one, either through Mr. Maclay
or anvbody else¢; that =speciflcally the “"com-
manding officers,” and Rear Admiral Samp-
son in particular, never directly or ind
tectly gave Mr. Maclay any justification
for his charges, and that the whole prese
trouble, =o rfar as it has been occasioned
by Mr. Maclay's book, resis on nothing but
an innocent blunder, pure and simple, mady
in the use of the English language by Mr,
Maclay himself

I pruceed to tell how this has been dem-
onstrated. The dccepted meaning of Mr,
Maclay statement is that neariy all the
commanding officers concerned in any ac
tion in which each figured read and cor-
rected his proof sheets, This would impli-
cate most of the captains present at tie
battle of Santiago or with Schiey in Ui
earlier operations, Yet no one who knew
these gentiemen could read their collected
names without wholly disbelieving
they could so act,

It was decided to investigate., Through
personal letters and other means the direct
denial of nearly every offlicer involved, in-
cluding the great majority of those of high
rank, has now been obtained. Rear Admiral
Sampson had already repudiated resp«
bility. He is now followed by Rear Admirals
Higginson, Cotton and Taylor, Captain:
Sigsbee, Chadwick, McCalla. Jewell, Wise,
Clark, Cook and Lyon and Licutenant Come-
mander Southerland. The assertion tnat
nearly ““every commanding officer con-
cerned’” had read and corrected Maclav's
proof sheets has thus Dbeen utterly de-
molished.

The question at once arises why Mr.
Maclay should ever have cited such author-
ity. No motive for deceptive Intént on his
part is discernible. He could gain nothing,
and he risked the prejudice of the very men
who could give his work the most power-
ful support. The presumption is that he
had no such intent. The alternative cof
error is at once suggested.

Now, what is the fact to which his state-
ment refers? This is answered by his own
pages., All through them are guotations
from letters gent him by t-t!'. irs, each iden-
tiried by a footnote showing the sourc
“Captain Sigsbee to the author,” and
on. There are twentyv-seven such aserip-
tions, In seventeen instances the person
quoted was a commanding officer all
of them he took part in the action de-
sceribed. Thus Captain Sigsbee tells of the
destruction of the Maine, Naval Construc-
tor Hobson relates the Merrimac exploit,
and so on—each writer confining himscoll
to a particular incldent in which he figured.
In no case do nearly all the officers co-
acting in any one event unite in describing
it. Add to this the fact that in every
stance where an officer has informed
that he did read and correct Maclay's proof
he has expressly declared that he neither
saw nor knew anything of any other proof
sheets than those wherein his own doings
were chronicled (the pages relating to
Schley were never among these), and the
problem at once unra\ els itself,

Mr. Maclay obviously endeavored to state
the nature of his first hand sources of )
formation—and this in accordance
what the pages of his book actually showed
to be the fact. Unfortunaiely he missed
his aim. He =aid:

“Nearly every commanding officer
cerned has read and corrected proof sheets
dealing with actions in which they figured,”
when what he meunt to say was:

“The proof sheets dealing with the sev-
eral actions have been read and corrected
in nearly every instance by a commanding
officer who figured In the action described.”

And what a world of trouble, what a
host of recriminations, animosities, retlec-
tions, slurs and accusations would have
been saved if only he had done so!

The allegations against Admiral Sampson,
therefore, stand contradicted. The accusa-
tions against Admiral Schley made by Mr.
Maclay rest on that author's own personal
opinion and not on the authority of the
commander-in-chief of the American feet
or that of any of his captains.

This has nothing to do with the issuea
now before the court of inquiry. It
not relieve Mr. Maclay from blame for his
unguarded expressions, although it does ex-
onerate him from apparént misréepresenta-
tion. It should end finally the charge
conspiracy. It certainly goes to show
the officers of the navy are, they
ways have been, loyal, honest and truthfu
gentlemen, and not slanderers or ecalumni-
ators, as their enemies have sought to es-
tablish: that there is no impairment in
their “morale,"” or degradation of the high
senpse of honor which has always charac-
terized them.

A great deal of trouble has followed Mr,
Maclay's misuse of his mother tongue, |
perhaps it has not been without its value,
We were verv proud of our navy. If was
worth something to learn that, despite
evervthing that has been said, our pride in
it need have no fall.
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TOLSTOI TALKS OF CREEDS,

Ingquired Minutely About American

School System.

Leslie’'s Monthly,

“But don't yvou still teach creeds in Amer-
fca?" Tolstol asked me. 1 we did not
allow creeds to be taught in public s«
He asked me to explain the publie schools
of America, which 1 did '
grand.”” he cried, “knowledge
for every child sStill he sald

impression we taught
the Congregational, Baptist
Methodist, a5 well as the
must teach the church bellefs somewher:
I sald that in the parochlal Cath !
I understood there was a certain
of the creed taught “But in
your moihers, you
somewhere teach

replied

said

nools,
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the divine,

g far
definite teachh
and moral teachin
all true, all
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Might Have Made It Even Mouey,

Baltimore Heralcd,

There was never mohey better spent Lthan
tha $1.799.50 expended on the Czolgocz trial,
for thi= guiel exhibition of the irreslstible
continuity of American justice was invalu-
able
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[lustrated by Andre Castaigne
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he Best Novel of the Year.

Lazarre gives one the
agreeable sensation of wit-
nessing a romantic drama
of great beauty. It touches
life on many sides, but never
hopelessly or by any appeal
to the false or ugly, and
rises greatly to a climax at
once adequate and satisfy-

ing. —"The Critic.

SPECIAL PRICE, SL1S,

Rink’s Art Studio

Next to Cloak House

The Photographs produced at this excellent
Studio are without doubt the finest and best
in the West.

Prices are very low—from $3.00 up.

All the latest ideas and designs that are
in vogue can be had here. Get your

Christmas
Pictures

Here. There is nothing more acceptable

or appreciated than a handsome Photograph.

Rink’s Art Studio

38 North lllinois St.
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